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Community Services

ALLERDALE LOCAL COMMITTEE GRANTS

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report sets out the priority areas in relation to people across 
Allerdale and identifies projects that are considered to improve the 
lives and opportunities for the local population.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Allerdale Local Committee has both executive and non-executive 
duties as set out in the County Council’s constitution. At its meeting on 
10 July 2017, the local committee agreed a distribution of the General 
Provision budget which included two funding pots for grants.

2.2 It was agreed that on a non-geographical basis on the understanding 
that these funds would be used where they were most needed and 
where the greatest benefits could be achieved.

2.3 At the same meeting, this local committee agreed to a set of grant 
funding priorities which will result in positive recommendations for 
funding where projects can demonstrate longer term benefit and will:

 Enable access to employment

 Address the NEET sector amongst young people

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Ageing well

 Healthy attitudes towards alcohol

 Mental wellbeing

 Obesity including healthy weights in children

 Reducing levels of smoking and harm caused by smoking



 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

 Enables communities to provide additional services in 
their area

2.4 The work of the local committee, through the Area Plan for Allerdale 
contributes to the achievement of the Council Plan priorities which are:

 To safeguard children and support families and schools so 
that all children in Cumbria can grow up in a safe environment, 
and can fulfil their potential

 To support older, disabled and vulnerable people to live 
independent and healthy lives

 To enable communities to help shape their local services, 
promote health and wellbeing and support those in poverty

 To provide a safe and well managed highways network, secure 
infrastructure improvements and support local economic 
growth

 To be a modern and efficient council

2.5 The local committee seeks to work towards the achievement of its own 
local priorities for Allerdale which are set out as:

 Promoting sustainable economic growth, and creating jobs

 Improving health and wellbeing and tackling poverty

 Providing safe and well maintained roads and an effective 
transport network

 Safeguarding children, to ensure that Cumbria is a great place 
to be a child and grow up (with particular emphasis on 
improving educational achievement)

 Supporting older and vulnerable people to live independent 
and healthy lives.

2.6  There are no negative equality implications arising out of the 
recommendations of this report. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 Members agree to commit £14,400 to North West Ambulance Service 
towards 8 Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) and 
Automated External Defibrillators (AED) across the Allerdale Area.

3.2 Members agree to commit £1,500 to Cockermouth Womens Institute to 
run a family cooking day, a 6 week community cooking course and to 
produce a printed recipe booklet that will be used by the wider 
community.



3.3 Members agree to commit £5,000 to Lorton Tennis Club to convert 2 
courts to all weather artificial playing surfaces. As flood lights are 
already in place this would enable tennis to be played all year round 
and increase usage.

3.4 Members agree to de-commit £800 from Netherhall School from the 
SOLE project that is no longer going ahead at the school and re-
commit to St. Mary’s Church towards a projector and TV screens.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 This report is prepared to give Members an overview of the issues and 
concerns affecting the people who live in Allerdale. 

4.2 A General Provision budget was allocated to Allerdale Local Committee of 
£77,164. It was agreed at its meeting on 10 July 2017 to set aside a fund of 
£16,000 to be awarded to small community projects and a fund of £50,000 to 
be awarded to projects that meet the priorities and funding criteria agreed by 
local committee. The former are awarded in consultation with the local 
Member; those awarded from the larger fund require local committee 
approval and are presented in this report.

4.3 The project applications in this report seek to improve the lives of people 
who live in Allerdale and to meet the agreed funding priorities as set out in 
paragraph 2.3. The details of the applications are set out in paragraphs 4.5 
to 4.24.

4.4 This report also addresses a previous commitment from Member Divisional 
Allowances (2015/17) where that commitment is either no longer required or 
where there has been an underspend. Details of the required de-
commitment and subsequent re-commitment are set out in paragraphs 4.25 
to 4.28.

PROJECT 1

Applicant: North West Ambulance Service (NWAS)

4.5 This application is to fund 8 Community Public Access Defibrilators (CPAD) 
and Automated External Defibrilators (AED) across the Allerdale Area by 
North West Ambulance Service through their Community Heartbeat project.

4.6 By providing CPAD’s and AED’s in isolated, rural communities the outcome 
of a person surviving an out of hospital cardiac arrest is significantly 
improved.

4.7 There are 60,000 out of hospital cardiac arrests in the UK each year and the 
UK’s recovery percentage is currently very low. The first 3 minutes following 
a cardiac arrest is critical and by providing this equipment in communities, 
more lives can be saved. This application hopes to achieve a significant 
increase in people living, working and visiting Cumbria recovering from a 
cardiac arrest. 



4.8 The money will be used to purchase CPAD’s and AED’s and placed in 
redundant telephone boxes in rural communities. The telephone boxes will 
be painted and have new signage along with signs being placed around the 
local area. This cost includes replacement pads and batteries and after four 
years NWAS or a local community organisation will take over the ongoing 
cost of providing the CPAD and AED. 

4.9 This project meets the grant funding priority:

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

PROJECT 2

Applicant: Cockermouth Womens Institute (WI)

4.10 The application is to fund Community Cookery lessons in Cockermouth to 
increase basic cooking skills, minimising cost and reducing food wastage.

4.11 The aim of the sessions is to enable families and those living alone to learn 
how to prepare food safely, in a hygienic environment, at reduced cost with 
the intention of reducing food wastage. The sessions will be open to all in 
Cockermouth but targeted particularly at young families without basic 
cooking skills as well as those who find themselves living along for the first 
time with a view to also help to reduce loneliness.

4.12 Lesson principles will include menu planning to reduce food wastage and 
help minimise cost, teaching food values and groups to promote a healthy, 
balance diet and looking at kitchen hygiene including fridge and freezer 
management.

4.13 An easy to follow recipe booklet covering the basic principles and a number 
of simple recipes will be produced to give out free to attendees but will also 
be available to a wider audience by linking in organisations who work with 
families, older people or those who may be vulnerable. 

4.14 A family cooking day will be run prior to the sessions to attract families and 
the sessions will be advertised widely across the town. Sessions will run for 
six weeks. Four weeks will be structured and two weeks will be based on 
what the attendees would like to focus on. If successful the WI will look to 
run the course again in the future.

4.15 The cost of the project is £1,500 to cover printing, equipment and food. The 
group are applying for the full £1,500 however the staffing of the sessions 
will be provided by WI members who have skills and experience in catering.

4.16 This project meets the grant funding priorities:

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Mental wellbeing

 Obesity including healthy weights in children

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities



 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area

PROJECT 3 

Applicant: Lorton Tennis Club

4.17 Lorton Tennis Club are applying for funding to convert 2 tarmac tennis courts 
to all weather artificial playing surfaces. This will be synthetic artificial grass 
carpet that is beneficial to all ages, being less traumatic to joints. 

4.18 The all-weather surface will allow the club to increase the usage of the 
courts during the winter months and flood lights have already been fitted 
through lottery funding. 

4.19 The club contributes significantly to the health and cohesion of Lorton village 
and Lorton village school with a membership range of 5yrs – 80+yrs. 

4.20 Lorton Tennis Club provides coaching for junior members and children from 
local schools to improve their fitness and skills. Coaching sessions have 
often been cancelled due to the weather and the new surfaces will prevent 
this. 

4.21 The club also plan to launch a Rusty Racquets session to attract older 
people back to the sport whilst providing a social activity keeping the mind 
and body fit and active. 

4.22 Lorton Tennis Club facilities are open to all where their courts can be booked 
by non-members through an online system. 

4.23 The total cost of the project is £34,000 and the club are applying for £5,000 
towards this. The club intend to fund the shortfall through other grant 
applications, fundraising activities and their reserves built up through court 
rental and subscriptions. 

4.24 This project meets the grant funding priorities:

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Ageing well
 Mental wellbeing
 Obesity including healthy weights in children
 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

Applicant: St Marys Church

4.25 St. Marys Church have applied for £800 towards the cost of purchasing and 
installing a projector and screens.

4.26 The Church is hired out to community organisations and frequent requests 
for a projector and screen have been made in the past.  Having this 
equipment will increase the number of groups who could use the Church as 
a venue.



4.27 The total cost of the project exceeds £800 and the Church will fund raise for 
the shortfall.

4.28 This application is for the Maryport North members divisional allowance fund 
following the return of funding from Netherhall School for a project that is no 
longer going ahead. The previous commitment to Netherhall School is to be 
de-committed and re-committed to the project at St Mary’s Church.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members can approve the applications as presented. 

5.2 Members can reject or defer the applications as presented. 

5.3 Members can defer any application and request further information prior to 
decision.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 If the recommendations in section 3 are agree the Discretionary Budget 
unallocated resources will reduce from £178,225 to £157,325

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 It is a function of Local Committees under Part 2(D) of the Constitution, to 
determine and approve applications for grants.  Members can therefore 
approve the recommendations should they choose to do so 

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 Allerdale Local Committee continues to allocate grant funding that clearly 
meets one or more of its agreed grant giving priorities, ensuring that funding 
is granted based on need.

Brenda Smith
Corporate Director – Health, Care and Community Services
November 2017

APPENDICES

No appendices to this report.

Electoral Division(s): All



Executive Decision Yes*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Lizzy Shaw, 07825 103575 and lizzy.shaw@cumbria.gov.uk.


